Road-Bail Transport
Control of the road vehicles has to proceed on well
directed lines. Taxation of vehicles is the most generally
accepted method of road finance. Since these use the road
and contribute to its wear and tear, they should bear a
proportion of the costs of maintenance. A vehicle tax is
normal, but the difficulty is in gauging the use made of the
road for a person who buys a car and runs thirty miles a
day would be paying just as much as one who keeps it
garaged. A tax on mileage in the case of motor transport
may be considered A foolproof mileage meter could
be pressed into service and tax levied on that basis since
it would be exactly in proportion to use. Tho difficulty,
however, would lie in the collection of the tax. A tax on
petrol also is equitable, since he who consumes more would
be one who uses the roads most. It is simple and indirect,
and has the advantage of not being felt. Its great draw-
back, however, is that it does not distinguish between
transportation and industrial uses of petrol. A tax on
tyres too would be proportionate to use, but here the
difficulty would be that it would penalise the user of bad
roads, as the depreciation on a tyre that lias run ten miles
on a bad road would bo greater than that on a good road.
Weight is a safe criterion in the taxation of freight vehicles
since road depreciation varies directly with the impact on
it. In the case of passenger vehicles., the tax is on the
basis of seating capacity. Normally it is justified, but as
it is not always that a vehicle runs to capacity, there is
some element of arbitrariness. The person who operates
a 23-seater during the rush hour would feel its incidence
less than one who works during the slack time. Taxation
according to routes is sometimes followed as it was once in
Trichinopoly, South Arcot and Tanjore. The assumption
here is that the less paying routes should be lightly taxed
as against the more paying ones. Motor Taxation in India
is one of the highest in the world and taxation in this
Province is the highest.